Lesson 5: Claims and Evidence

4.C Using Qualification as a Writer

Gabriel's Gap Year Episode 5

To qualify an argument means to acknowledge its limitations, recognize potential exceptions, or specify
the conditions under which it may be valid. Qualification may involve taking a nuanced position that
acknowledges the complexities of an issue, or it may involve using language that indicates limitations or
exceptions to a statement.

As Gabriel nears the completion of his argument, he practices delivering it to his Priend Aldo.

Aldo is impressed With Gabriel's speech but reminds him that they learned in AP
Language and Composition not to oversimpliPy an argument or state claims too Porcefully.

Bro, You are going hard on Yeah, I have
taking a gap year. But maybe addressed some couvnterarguoments,
You need to chill and qualiPy but maybe I need to check my claims
s0Me oF your claims. A Por absolute language and make
More qualifications.

Qualifying a Claim

Qualified claims are statements that are limited in scope or conditional in nature. They are often used to
provide more nuanced or precise information and to avoid making absolute statements or sweeping
generalizations that might not be accurate in all cases.

Here are some reasons a writer may qualify a claim:

Precision and Accuracy: Qualifying a claim adds precision to the statement by clarifying the
specific circumstances or contexts to which it applies. This helps avoid overgeneralization and
helps make a writer's statements more accurate.

Credibility: Acknowledging the limitations of a claim enhances the credibility of the writer because
it demonstrates honesty and a nuanced understanding of the topic.

Fairness and Objectivity: Qualifying a claim allows for a more balanced and objective
discussion. It shows a willingness to consider alternative perspectives and acknowledges the
complexity of real-world situations.
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Qualification Through Exceptions and Limitations:

Exceptions: The writer can acknowledge exceptions to a claim, noting circumstances under which
it does not apply. For example, a writer claiming that exercise is essential for maintaining health
may qualify the statement by acknowledging that certain health conditions or injuries may make
exercise difficult or harmful.

Limitations: The writer can acknowledge a limitation or condition that must be met in order for the
claim to be valid. For example, a claim supporting a social media ban for children under 16 might
qualify the recommendation by noting that such a policy would be effective only if parents actively
monitor their children.

Qualification Through Modifiers:

Qualifying modifiers are words or phrases that provide additional information about a subject, often
adding nuance, limitations, or conditions to the statement. Writers can use modifying terms such as
"usually," "often," "sometimes," "might," "in most cases," or "to a large extent" to express a point without
claiming absolute truth or certainty. Here's how qualification works when it applies to the way modifiers
are used:

Adding Precision: Qualifying modifiers can add precision to a statement by narrowing its scope
or specifying certain conditions. For example, adding the qualifier "in some cases" or "under
certain circumstances" helps to clarify that the statement may not be universally applicable.

Example: "The new policy has improved efficiency, especially in smaller departments.”
Expressing Degree or Intensity: Qualifiers can convey the strength or extent of a characteristic.

Example: "Most participants were satisfied by the moderate increase in the amount of sleep they
began to experience."

Indicating Probability or Certainty: Modifiers can be used to qualify the level of certainty or
probability associated with a statement. This helps to convey the author's level of confidence in the
information presented or in a conclusion the author has reached.

Example: "Based on the available data, it seems likely that the project will be completed on
schedule."

Activity: Detecting Qualifying Language

Gabiriel took Aldo's advice about avoiding absolute statements when making his argument about
taking a gap year, and he wants to qualify some of his claims. Review some of the claims Gabriel
wants to include and decide whether each is qualified or if it is absolute. Click your answer choice
to reveal a suggested answer.



Lesson 5: Claims and Evidence

. Is the following claim qualified?

For students who need it, a gap year can be a chance to take a break from academics, recharge,
and hopefully come back more focused and motivated.

A. Yes, it is qualified.
B. No, it is absolute.
. Is the following claim qualified?

There is no better way to gain self-assurance and communication skills than to work on an
important project with other gap year students.

A. Yes, it is qualified.
B. No, it is absolute.
. Is the following claim qualified?

Having a gap year experience on your resume is guaranteed to set your application apart from all
others.

A. Yes, it is qualified.
B. No, itis absolute.
. Is the following claim qualified?

Not every student travels out of the country for a gap year, but those who do often gain valuable
foreign language skills.

A. Yes, it is qualified.

B. No, it is absolute.
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